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Sutton Gallery is pleased to present Becoming Something Other, Amanda Marburg’s first
exhibition at Sutton since joining the gallery in 2013.
Amanda Marburg's distinctive paintings are the end product of an extended process
involving photography and model making. Her method is to build figures and structures out
of malleable materials including plasticine and clay, before photographing the strange worlds
she creates against studio backdrops, which then act as the final basis for her paintings.
Characterised by an interchange between two and three-dimensional forms, this laborious
process eschews painting things from real life, and instead offers a sustained examination
and reworking of ideas and tropes that premise painting as a type of model. Marburg draws
from film and art history, as well as cultural artefacts and paraphernalia, to create narratives
which are often melancholic yet irreverent.
For Becoming Something Other, Marburg partially removes herself from the authorial
process, using bold, otherworldly characters created by children and adolescents as the
starting point for her new series of paintings. These figures were created during an arts
workshop organised by Marburg where participants were encouraged to fashion creatures
and scenes drawn from their dreams and nightmares. Capturing the uncanny, surreal and
strange, Marburg was impressed by the children’s ability to make and shape without egoism
or inhibition.
Glazing the clay figurines before crafting them into their final form, the exhibition also sees
Marburg introduce a new painterly quality to her work; the gloss lending her paintings a softly
incandescent finish previously unseen in her practice.
Born in 1976, Amanda Marburg is a Melbourne-based painter who graduated from the
Victorian College of the Arts, The University of Melbourne, in 1999. She has participated in
numerous group exhibitions including: Transit, Horsham Regional Gallery, New South
Wales, 2013; The Sixth, West Space, Melbourne, 2013; Art & Australia Collection, MOP
Gallery, Sydney, 2012; Like, Casula Powerhouse Gallery, Sydney, 2012; Model Pictures, Ian
Potter Museum of Art, The University of Melbourne, 2011; neo-Gothic, Queensland
University Art Museum, Brisbane, 2008; Primavera, Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney,
2007; Depth of Field, Shepparton Art Gallery, Victoria, 2003; Neo Noir, Gertrude
Contemporary Art Spaces, Melbourne, 2002; and Fascination, Centre for Contemporary
Photography, Melbourne, 2000. In 2008 Marburg undertook a Rome studio residency,
funded by the Australia Council. She was a finalist in the 2011 and 2013 Archibald Prize.

